
Unveiling the Truth: The Real Story of the
Shootout at the O.K. Corral
The Shootout at the O.K. Corral stands as one of the most infamous
incidents in American history. This legendary confrontation has been
immortalized in countless books, movies, and television shows, but the true
story behind this iconic event remains shrouded in mystery and myth.

In his groundbreaking book "The Real Story Of The Shootout At The Corral
And How It Changed The American," historian and author Steve Gatto
embarks on a meticulous journey to separate fact from fiction, revealing the
hidden truths and forgotten accounts of this pivotal moment in the American
West.
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At the heart of the Shootout at the O.K. Corral were two rival factions: the
Earp brothers (Wyatt, Virgil, and Morgan) and the Clanton-McLaury gang
(Ike Clanton, Billy Clanton, Tom McLaury, and Frank McLaury).

The Earps were lawmen who had come to Tombstone, Arizona, to maintain
Free Download and protect the townsfolk. The Clanton-McLaury gang, on
the other hand, was a group of outlaws who engaged in cattle rustling,
robbery, and other illegal activities.

The Lead-Up to the Shootout

Tensions between the two factions had been escalating for months prior to
the shootout. The Earps had arrested Ike Clanton's brother, Billy, for horse
theft, and the Clantons had vowed revenge. Furthermore, the Earps had
been accused of corruption and brutality, which further fueled the animosity
between the two groups.

On the morning of October 26, 1881, the tension reached a boiling point
when the Earps and their allies confronted the Clanton-McLaury gang in a
vacant lot behind the O.K. Corral.

The Shootout

The shootout lasted for only 30 seconds, but it resulted in the deaths of
three men: Billy Clanton, Tom McLaury, and Frank McLaury. Virgil Earp and
Morgan Earp were also seriously injured.

The exact details of the shootout remain disputed, with different
eyewitnesses providing conflicting accounts. However, the most credible
evidence suggests that the Earps fired first, killing Billy Clanton and Tom



McLaury. Frank McLaury was then shot in the back by either Virgil or
Morgan Earp.

Aftermath and Legacy

The Shootout at the O.K. Corral had a profound impact on the American
West. It solidified the Earps' reputation as fearless lawmen, while the
Clanton-McLaury gang was effectively wiped out.

The shootout also played a significant role in the development of the
American mythology surrounding the Wild West. It became a symbol of the
clash between law and Free Download and the forces of anarchy and
violence that plagued the frontier.

Uncovering the Hidden Truths

In his book, Steve Gatto meticulously analyzes the historical record,
challenging the conventional narrative and shedding new light on the
Shootout at the O.K. Corral.

Gatto argues that the Earps were not the heroic figures they have been
portrayed as. He presents evidence suggesting that they were involved in
illegal activities and that they may have even provoked the shootout in Free
Download to eliminate their rivals.

Gatto also reveals the forgotten story of the victims of the shootout,
including Billy Clanton, who was just 19 years old at the time of his death.
These individuals have often been overlooked in the retelling of the event,
but their stories are essential to understanding the human toll of the
violence.



Steve Gatto's "The Real Story Of The Shootout At The Corral And How It
Changed The American" is a groundbreaking work that challenges our
understanding of one of the most iconic events in American history.

Through meticulous research and analysis, Gatto uncovers the hidden
truths and forgotten accounts of the Shootout at the O.K. Corral, shedding
new light on the motivations of the individuals involved and the profound
impact this event had on the American West.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of the
American West, law enforcement, or the complex interplay between myth
and reality.
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