
Unveiling the Secret Mission of 1805: Thomas
Jefferson, the First Marines, and the Birth of
American Espionage
In the annals of American history, the year 1805 stands as a pivotal
moment in the nation's struggle to assert its independence and secure its
frontiers against foreign threats.

At the helm of this tumultuous era was President Thomas Jefferson, a
visionary leader known for his unwavering belief in republicanism and the
expansion of American territory.
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Among the many challenges confronting Jefferson was the ongoing conflict
with the Barbary pirates, a band of ruthless pirates who terrorized merchant
ships in the Mediterranean Sea, demanding exorbitant ransoms for their
safe passage.
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Determined to end this piracy and protect American interests, Jefferson
embarked on a bold and clandestine mission that would forever alter the
course of American history.

The Genesis of a Secret Plan

In 1803, Thomas Jefferson received a proposal from William Eaton, a
former US consul to Tripoli, who suggested a daring plan to overthrow the
reigning Pasha of Tripoli, Hamet Karamanli, and replace him with his
brother, Hamet Karamanli Jr., who was known to be more favorable to
American interests.

Jefferson saw this plan as a golden opportunity to weaken the Barbary
pirates and secure the release of American hostages held captive in Tripoli.

With the utmost secrecy, Jefferson assembled a team of trusted individuals,
including Lieutenant Presley Neville O'Bannon, a young and ambitious
Marine officer, and Captain Isaac Hull, a rising star in the US Navy.

The First Marines and the Perilous Journey

Lieutenant O'Bannon was tasked with leading a detachment of eight
Marines on this perilous mission. These Marines, who formed the nucleus
of what would later become the United States Marine Corps, were known
for their unwavering loyalty, exceptional training, and unwavering esprit de
corps.

In June 1805, the Marines embarked on the USS Argus, a small and swift
brig commanded by Captain Hull. The ship sailed under the cover of
darkness, its destination a closely guarded secret.



The voyage was fraught with danger. The seas were treacherous, and the
threat of capture by Barbary pirates loomed constantly.

Undeterred, the Marines and sailors pressed on, their hearts filled with a
mix of trepidation and determination.

The Siege of Derne

After a treacherous journey of over two months, the USS Argus arrived off
the shores of Derne, a strategic port city in Libya.

On April 27, 1805, the Marines, joined by a small contingent of local Arab
forces, launched a daring assault on the city.

The battle that ensued was fierce and bloody. The Marines, outnumbered
and outgunned, fought with unwavering courage, using their superior
tactics and discipline to overcome the fierce resistance of the Pasha's
forces.

After a day of intense fighting, the Marines emerged victorious, capturing
Derne and forcing the Pasha to retreat.

The Fall of Tripoli

The fall of Derne sent shockwaves throughout the Barbary Coast. The
Pasha, realizing that his position was untenable, sued for peace.

On June 10, 1805, the Pasha signed a treaty with the United States,
agreeing to release all American hostages and to cease all piracy against
American ships.



The victory at Tripoli was a watershed moment in American history. It
marked the first time that a foreign power had been defeated on its own soil
by a force consisting entirely of American Marines.

It also signaled the birth of the United States Marine Corps as a distinct and
formidable fighting force.

The Legacy of the Secret Mission

The Secret Mission of 1805 had far-reaching consequences for the United
States.

It strengthened the nation's position on the world stage, demonstrated the
effectiveness of its military forces, and paved the way for the expansion of
American power in the Mediterranean Sea.

It also established the precedent for covert operations as a legitimate tool
of American foreign policy.

The Marines who fought in the Secret Mission of 1805 became legends,
their bravery and sacrifice forever etched in the annals of American military
history.

Their legacy continues to inspire generations of Marines, who carry on the
tradition of honor, courage, and commitment that has defined the Corps for
over two centuries.

Thomas Jefferson, the visionary leader who conceived and executed the
Secret Mission of 1805, is remembered as one of the greatest presidents in
American history.



His bold decision to challenge the Barbary pirates and secure the nation's
interests helped shape the course of American foreign policy for years to
come.

The Secret Mission of 1805 stands as a testament to the enduring power of
courage, ingenuity, and the unwavering pursuit of justice.
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