
The Willey Story: A Haunting Tale of Tragedy
and Survival
On a warm and sunny August day in 1826, a family of nine and their guide
set out on a hike in Crawford Notch, New Hampshire. They were a
prosperous and respected family from Massachusetts, and they were eager
to explore the beautiful scenery of the White Mountains. Little did they
know that their day of adventure would turn into a nightmare.
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As the family and their guide hiked deeper into the Notch, the weather
began to change. The sky darkened, and the wind picked up. Soon, a
torrential downpour began to fall. The family and their guide were caught in
the open, and they had nowhere to shelter from the storm.

The storm raged for hours, and by the time it finally subsided, the family
and their guide were exhausted and lost. They had wandered off the trail,
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and they were stranded in the wilderness. As night fell, the temperature
dropped, and the family began to suffer from hypothermia.

One by one, the members of the family began to die. The guide was the
first to go, followed by the children. The parents held on for as long as they
could, but eventually they too succumbed to the cold and the elements.

In the morning, only one member of the group was still alive: an eight-year-
old boy named Samuel Willey. Samuel had managed to survive by huddling
close to his mother's body for warmth. He was found by a search party, and
he was taken back to civilization.

Samuel Willey's story is a haunting tale of tragedy and survival. It is a
reminder of the dangers of hiking in the wilderness, and it is a testament to
the strength of the human spirit.

The Aftermath of the Tragedy

The Willey tragedy shocked the nation. Newspapers across the country
reported on the story, and people were horrified by the details of the
family's deaths. The tragedy led to a number of changes in the way that
people hiked in the White Mountains. Trails were improved, and huts were
built to provide shelter for hikers in bad weather.

The Willey tragedy also had a lasting impact on the people of Crawford
Notch. The Notch became known as a place of tragedy, and people were
afraid to hike there. For many years, the Notch was avoided by hikers and
tourists alike.

The Enduring Legacy of The Willey Story



Today, The Willey Story is still remembered by people who hike in the
White Mountains. There is a memorial to the family at the site of their
deaths, and there are several books and articles that have been written
about the tragedy. The Willey Story is a reminder of the dangers of hiking in
the wilderness, and it is a testament to the strength of the human spirit.

The Willey Story is also a story of hope. Samuel Willey's survival is a
reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always hope. The Willey
Story is a story that will continue to be told for generations to come.
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