The Night American Fashion Stumbled Into
The Spotlight And Made History

On September 3, 1968, the world of fashion was forever changed. That
night, at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City, a group of young
American designers presented their collections to an audience of industry
insiders and socialites. This event, known as the Battle of Versailles, is
widely credited with launching American fashion onto the global stage.
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The Battle of Versailles was the brainchild of Eleanor Lambert, a powerful
fashion publicist who wanted to showcase the work of American designers
to a European audience. Lambert invited five American designers—
Stephen Burrows, Bill Blass, Halston, Oscar de la Renta, and Anne Klein—
to compete against five French designers—Yves Saint Laurent, Hubert de
Givenchy, Pierre Cardin, Christian Dior, and Marc Bohan of Christian Dior.
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The event was a huge success, and the American designers were praised
for their originality and creativity.

The Battle of Versailles was a watershed moment in fashion history. It
marked the end of French dominance in the fashion world and the
beginning of American fashion's rise to prominence. The event also helped
to break down the barriers between high fashion and ready-to-wear, and it
paved the way for the rise of sportswear and streetwear.

The American designers who participated in the Battle of Versailles went on
to become some of the most successful and influential designers in the
world. Stephen Burrows became known for his innovative use of color and
texture, while Bill Blass became known for his elegant and timeless
designs. Halston became known for his minimalist aesthetic, and Oscar de
la Renta became known for his glamorous and feminine designs. Anne
Klein became known for her sophisticated and wearable designs.

The Battle of Versailles had a profound impact on the fashion world, and its
legacy is still felt today. The event helped to launch American fashion onto
the global stage, and it paved the way for the rise of sportswear and
streetwear. The American designers who participated in the Battle of
Versailles went on to become some of the most successful and influential
designers in the world.

The Designers

= Stephen Burrows was known for his innovative use of color and
texture. He was one of the first designers to use African-American
models in his shows, and he was also known for his support of the civil
rights movement.



= BIill Blass was known for his elegant and timeless designs. He was a
favorite of First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy, and he also designed for
other celebrities such as Audrey Hepburn and Grace Kelly.

= Halston was known for his minimalist aesthetic. He was a pioneer in
the use of jersey fabric, and he also designed for celebrities such as
Elizabeth Taylor and Bianca Jagger.

= Oscar de la Renta was known for his glamorous and feminine
designs. He was a favorite of celebrities such as Jackie Kennedy
Onassis, Nancy Reagan, and Hillary Clinton.

= Anne Klein was known for her sophisticated and wearable designs.
She was one of the first designers to launch a successful sportswear
line, and she also designed for celebrities such as Katharine Hepburn
and Barbra Streisand.

The Impact

The Battle of Versailles had a profound impact on the fashion world. The
event helped to launch American fashion onto the global stage, and it
paved the way for the rise of sportswear and streetwear. The American
designers who participated in the Battle of Versailles went on to become
some of the most successful and influential designers in the world.

The Battle of Versailles also helped to break down the barriers between
high fashion and ready-to-wear. Before the event, high fashion was seen as
something that was only accessible to the wealthy elite. However, the
American designers who participated in the Battle of Versailles showed that
high fashion could be accessible to everyone.
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