
Following the Tracks to Auschwitz With My
Survivor Father
In 2015, German reporter Alexandra Richie embarked on a life-changing
journey with her 88-year-old father, Henryk Mandelbaum, a Polish
resistance fighter who survived Auschwitz. Together, they retraced Henryk's
footsteps from his childhood home in Poland to the Nazi death camp where
he was imprisoned for over three years.

Along the way, Alexandra and Henryk encountered witnesses to history,
visited concentration camps, and delved into the dark chapters of the past.
Alexandra's poignant and deeply personal account of their journey is a
powerful reminder of the horrors of the Holocaust and the enduring power
of the human spirit.
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Alexandra's journey was not only a pilgrimage to the past, but also a quest
for understanding and reconciliation. As a German, she felt a deep sense of
responsibility to confront the crimes committed by her countrymen. By
walking in her father's footsteps, she hoped to gain a deeper understanding
of his experiences and the suffering inflicted upon him and countless
others.

Henryk, despite the unimaginable horrors he endured, harbored no hatred
towards the German people. Instead, he believed that forgiveness was
essential for healing and reconciliation. His unwavering optimism and
resilience inspired Alexandra and became a guiding light throughout their
journey.

Uncovering the Past, Facing the Present

As Alexandra and Henryk retraced Henryk's steps, they uncovered
forgotten stories and encountered witnesses to history. They visited the site
of the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, where Henryk fought valiantly against the
Nazis. They witnessed the ruins of Treblinka, where hundreds of thousands
of Jews were murdered. And they stood on the hallowed ground of
Auschwitz, where Henryk endured unimaginable suffering.

Through these encounters, Alexandra gained a deeper understanding of
the horrors that befell her father and his fellow prisoners. She learned
about the systematic dehumanization, the unimaginable cruelty, and the
resilience of those who somehow managed to survive.

The Power of Forgiveness

One of the most remarkable aspects of Alexandra's journey was her
father's ability to forgive. Despite the unspeakable suffering he endured,



Henryk believed that forgiveness was the only way to break the cycle of
hatred and violence. He taught Alexandra the importance of empathy,
compassion, and the power of reconciliation.

Alexandra's account of her father's unwavering optimism and his
unwavering belief in the power of forgiveness is a powerful testament to the
human spirit. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, hope and
reconciliation can prevail.

A Legacy of Remembrance

Alexandra's journey to Auschwitz with her father was not only a personal
pilgrimage but also a profound act of remembrance. By sharing their story,
Alexandra and Henryk hoped to educate future generations about the
horrors of the Holocaust and the importance of fighting against hatred and
intolerance.

Their book, "Following the Tracks to Auschwitz," is a powerful reminder of
the past and a call to action for the present. It is a testament to the
enduring power of the human spirit and the importance of forgiveness,
reconciliation, and remembrance.

Alexandra Richie's "Following the Tracks to Auschwitz With My Survivor
Father" is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the horrors of
the Holocaust and the enduring power of the human spirit. It is a deeply
moving and inspiring account of a father and daughter's journey of
remembrance and reconciliation, and a powerful reminder of the
importance of fighting against hatred and intolerance.



Alexandra's journey is a testament to the power of storytelling and the
importance of preserving the memory of the past. By sharing her father's
story, she has helped to ensure that the victims of the Holocaust will never
be forgotten.
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